CONSTITUTION

PREAMBLE

We declare and establish this constitution to preserve and secure the principles of our faith and to govern this body in an orderly manner constant with the Bible and the practices common to Southern Baptist churches. This constitution will preserve the liberties of each individual member of this church and the freedom of action of this body in relation to other churches.

ARTCILE I: NAME

This church shall be know as Sample Baptist Church of Yourtown, GA, Inc. The church is incorporated according to the laws of the state of Georgia governing religious bodies.

ARTICLE II: ARTICLES OF FAITH

Sample Baptist Church believes the Bible is the inspired Word of God; it is the basis of our doctrine and practice. This church subscribes to the doctrinal statement of the Baptist Faith and Message as adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention. 

ARTICLE III: PURPOSES

Sample Baptist Church seeks:


To be a dynamic spiritual body empowered by the Holy Spirit to share Christ in our church, community, and throughout the world.


To be a worshipping fellowship, experiencing an awareness of God, recognizing His person, and responding in obedience in His leadership.


To experience an increasingly meaningful fellowship with God and fellow believers.


To provide Bible study for persons of all ages to increase in knowledge of God and His creation and redemption.


To promote family unity centered in Christian living.


To cooperate with area churches in efforts to extend the kingdom of God.


To be a caring people who minister unselfishly to persons in the community and world in Jesus’ name.


To be a church that emphasizes total commitment of life and possessions to the lordship of Christ.

ARTICLE IV: POLITY

SECTION 1: GOVERNMENT

The government of this church is vested in the body of believers who compose it. Persons duly received by members shall constitute the membership.

All internal groups created and empowered by the church shall report to and be accountable only to the church, unless otherwise specified by the church.

This church is subject to the control of not other ecclesiastical body, but it recognizes and sustains the obligations of mutual counsel and cooperation which are common among Southern Baptist churches.

SECTION 2: RELATIONSHIPS

Sample Baptist Church will cooperate with and support the association, state convention and Southern Baptist Convention. 

The church acknowledges that its existence is due to the assistance of partnerships with these entities, several other partner churches, and a number of individuals. 

In the event the church votes itself out of existence or withdraws from these affiliations, all buildings and grounds shall be granted to the association and state convention with monies designated to current or future church planting projects. 

SECTION 3: PROPERTY

The church may purchase, acquire, hold, sell, improve, encumber, unencumber, and control property, personal, real, or mixed. The church may, by vote of 2/3 of those members voting, provide specific authorization to its Trustees or any two of the to take action with respect to real property.

ARTICLE V: AMENDMENT

This constitution may be amended only by the following procedures:

1. A member shall present the proposed amendment to the Church Clerk.

2. The amendment shall be mailed to members at least one week prior to the first regular business meeting at which it is to be considered.
3. The amendment shall be presented at the business meeting for discussion. Amendments to the main motion may be proposed but no votes shall be taken.
4. At the next regular business meeting, the main amendment and any additional amendments to the main motion are eligible for vote. A 3/4 majority vote of the members voting is required for passage of the main amendment.
Amendments shall be effective immediately unless another effective date is contained within the amendment. 

No amendments can be made to Article IV, Sections 1 and 2. 

BYLAWS

ARTICLE I: MEMERSHIP

SECTION 1: GENERAL

SECTION 2: CANDIDACY

SECTION 3; DUTIES AND RIGHTS OF MEMBERS

SECTION 4: ACTIVE AND INACTIVE ROLL

SECTION 5: TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 6; DISCIPLINE AND RESTORATION

ARTICLE II: PASTORAL STAFF

SECTION 1: ELECTION 

SECTION 2: RESPONSIBILITY

SECTION 3: COMPENSATION

SECTION 4: TERMINATION

SECTION 5: NON-PASTORAL STAFF

ARTICLE III: DEACONS

SECTION 1; WORK OF DEACONS

SECTION2; DEACON SELECTION

SECTION 3: ELECTION AND TERMS

ARTICLE IV: OFFICERS

SECTION 1: MODERATOR

SECTION 2: CLERK

SECTION 3: TREASURER

SECTION 4: TRUSTEES

ARTICLE V: COMMITTEES, TEAMS, AND TASK FORCES

The church shall create permanent (standing) committees and temporary (ad hoc) committees, ministry teams, and task forces as needed to facilitate its work. The purpose, duties, membership, term, and organization of each group shall be spelled out in a separate administrative manual. That manual shall be reviewed and updated annually.

ARTICLE VI: CHURCH PROGRAM ORGANIZATIONS

The church will periodically create programs or ministries as needed to assist it in carrying out its purposes in relation to members and community. The program leadership shall be elected, appointed, or approved as described in separate administrative manual.

ARTICLE VII: CHURCH ORDINANCES

SECTION 1: BAPTISM

SECTION 2: LORD’S SUPPER

ARTICLE VIII: CHURCH MEETINGS

SECTION 1: WORSHIP SERVICES

SECTION 2: SPECIAL SERVICES

SECTION 3: REGULAR BUSINESS MEETINGS

SECTION 4: SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETINGS

ARTICLE IX: CHURCH GOVERNMENT

SECTION 1: GOVERNMENT

SECTION 2: PARLIMENTARY RULES

SECTION 3: QUORUM

ARTICLE X: AMENDMENT

