BAPTIST: A COVENANT PEOPLE

A church covenant defines relationships and is an objective document that Baptists

can use to make decisions relating to membership. Churches may adopt several kinds of documents:

_ A statement of faith that provides a biblical and spiritual foundation.

_ A constitution that defines an organizational structure.

_ Articles of incorporation that provide legal protection in certain situations.

_ A covenant that defines the relational character of the church body.

Christians voluntarily associate together by covenant and thereby constitute—comprise, make up, form a church. The section on the church in “The Baptist Faith and Message” begins with this statement: “A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ is a local body of baptized believers who are associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel, observing the two ordinances of Christ, committed to His teachings, exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by His Word, and seeking to extend the gospel to the ends of the earth.”1

The word used to describe the believers’ connectedness with each other is covenant. A body of people becomes a church in a covenant relationship under the headship of Christ and the presence of the Holy Spirit. Churches affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention are covenantal in nature. People constitute a church by coming together in a covenant relationship that is clearly identified, articulated, and affirmed. It is at the point of covenanting together that a church formalizes its existence. The moment a body of people understands that they are the church of the Lord Jesus Christ, God has indeed birthed His church in their midst. The people then begin to intentionally define their

covenant with God and with each other.

The “one another” passages in the New Testament give us a clue to the relationship Christians should have in their commitment to each other to be the church. A covenant based on these passages would include relational statements. The following is an example of such a covenant. 

We, the members of _______________ Church, do hereby covenant with each

other before God to:

Be family; to be committed to each other; to love, accept, and forgive each

other until death or God’s call causes us to part.

Live in Jesus Christ and take His commands seriously.

Help one another grow toward Christian maturity by bearing one another’s

burdens, encouraging one another, exhorting one another, praying for one another,

confessing our sins to one another, speaking the truth in love to one another,

admonishing one another, building up one another, teaching one another,

comforting one another, submitting to one another, serving one another, patiently

bearing with one another, being hospitable to one another, greeting one another,

living in peace with one another, regarding one another as more important than

ourselves, caring for one another, exercising our spiritual gifts to serve one another,

being kind and tenderhearted to one another, being devoted to one another,

accepting one another, forgiving one another, loving one another.

We invite fellow members to pray for us, teach us, correct us, or rebuke us, if

necessary, in a spirit of gentleness and humility should we stray from our Lord’s

commands, because the thing we desire most in life is to serve Christ.We voluntarily

submit ourselves to one another and to the discipline of the church. Such discipline

will always be for the loving purpose of restoration—restoration to fellowship with

God and with the covenant community—and it will always be done in accordance

with Matthew 18:15-22.

Bring honor to the body of Christ by maintaining a good testimony.

We enter into this covenant because we have the common purpose of obeying

Jesus Christ, and because we believe that we need one another’s help to do this.

As believers, and disciples of Jesus Christ, we have entered into a covenant

relationship with the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—with the God who

revealed Himself in Jesus. Since the blessings and promises of the covenant have

been freely extended and given to us, out of wonder, love, thanksgiving, and reverence,

we hereby accept and take up the covenant responsibilities that go with such

a privilege. This is our reasonable service, and we should do nothing less.

God helps us all! We rely on His grace and hold fast to His promise that there

is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

A new congregation should take the following

steps toward adopting a covenant:

Step 1: Develop sensitivity to the Lord’s leadership. There comes a time when the Lord “births” His church. At that point, the covenanting process should begin.

Step 2: Lead the congregation in a study of Scripture. Concentrate on the “one another”

passages. Examine the New Testament for characteristics of Christians’ relationships to

each other in a local church.

Step 3: Identify the relational elements that are indispensable in the church. Structure these elements into a document that includes statements of introduction and conclusion.

Step 4: Secure unanimous and personal agreement by every church member. The covenant is a statement that defines the relationships into which new members are received. It also becomes a clear statement for discipline.

A covenanting service should be a significant event in the life of a new church. It is not a goal to achieve. It is an outward expression of a church’s internal awareness of its status before God and its spiritual birth as a local expression of the body of Christ. A church should celebrate its covenant often.

“One another” passages of the New Testament

Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another” (Mark 9:50).

“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another” (John 13:34).

“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another” (John 13:35).

“This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you” (John 15:12).

“These things I command you, that ye love one another” (John 15:17).

“Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law” (Rom. 13:8).

“And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you” (1 Thess. 3:12).

“But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another” (1 Thess. 4:9).

“Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently” (1 Pet. 1:22).

“For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another” (1 John 3:11).

“And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment” (1 John 3:23).

“Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God” (1 John 4:7).

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another” (1 John 4:11).

“No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us” (1 John 4:12).

“And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another” (2 John 1:5).

“Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another” (Rom. 12:10).

“Be of the same mind one toward another.Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits” (Rom. 12:16).

“Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus” (Rom. 15:5).

“Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another” (Rom. 14:19).

“Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do” (1 Thess. 5:11).

“Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God” (Rom. 15:7).

“And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another” (Rom. 15:14).

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 3:16).

“Salute one another with a holy kiss. The churches of Christ salute you” (Rom. 16:16).

“All the brethren greet you. Greet ye one another with a holy kiss” (1 Cor. 16:20).

“Greet one another with a holy kiss” (2 Cor. 13:12).

“Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity. Peace be with you all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen” (1 Pet. 5:14).

“That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another” (1 Cor. 12:25).

“For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another” (Gal. 5:13).

“With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love” (Eph. 4:2).

“And be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:32).

“Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye” (Col. 3:13).

“Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God” (Eph. 5:21).

“Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble” (1 Pet. 5:5).

“Wherefore comfort one another with these words” (1 Thess. 4:18).

“But exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin” (Heb. 3:13).

“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” (Heb. 10:25).

“And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works” (Heb. 10:24).

“Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (Jas. 5:16).

“Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another; love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous” (1 Pet. 3:8).

“Use hospitality one to another without grudging” (1 Pet. 4:9).

“As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God” (1 Pet. 4:10).

“Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a

stumbling block or an occasion to fall in his brother’s way” (Rom. 14:13).

“But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another” (Gal. 5:15).

“Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another” (Gal. 5:26).

“Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds” (Col. 3:9).

“Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge” (Jas. 4:11).

“Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door” (Jas. 5:9).
