Partnership Covenant Agreement

BETWEEN

_________________________ Baptist Church(es) and ___________________________

Baptist Church (mission) agree to the following guidelines:

MEMBERSHIP

All members of the new church are members of one of the partner church(es).  The new church will receive members in the same manner as the partner church accepts membership.  The partner church will provide a written statement of its policies of receiving members.

FINANCES

A. A budget will be prepared annually by the new church and submitted for approval by the partnership group.  (No changes can be made in this budget without the partnership groups’ approval.)

B. The new church shall receive both general and designated receipts.  General receipts will be disbursed for their designated purpose only.

C. The new church may not incur any long- or short-term loans or indebtedness of any kind exceeding a total of $ __________ without prior approval of the partnership group.

D. The treasurer for the new church will provide a monthly financial statement to both the new church and the partnership group.

ORDINANCES

The new church has authority to administer the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

LEADERSHIP

A. The new church pastor will be called jointly by the partnership church(es) and the new church (mission).

B. The new church pastor will serve as moderator of the new church in business sessions.

C. The new church shall elect a treasurer and clerk.  These, however, are to be approved by the partnership group.

D. All other program leaders, teachers, officers, and committee members will be elected by the new church as needed.

EVALUATION

A. Goals and action plans will be used to determine the progress of the new church.

B. Regular sessions will be set to evaluate the new church plans.  A minimum quarterly evaluation session will be held with the partnership group.

COOPERATION

The new church shall cooperate with the partnership church(es), Baptist association, state convention, and the Southern Baptist Convention.

CONSTITUION

A. The new church may become a self-sustaining, autonomous church by asking for and receiving approval from the partnership church(es).

B. Upon constitution of the new church all funds in the new church accounts, all indebtedness of the new church, and all real property of the new church shall be transferred to the newly constituted church.
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__________________

Pastor of New Church
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