REFERENCE RELEASE AND AUTHORIZATION FORM

Authorization to Obtain Personal Information. I, _____________________, have applied for a volunteer or paid position with ___________ Church in Anytown, USA (hereinafter “the Church”). I hereby authorize the Church acting through its duly appointed agents to inquire into my background with prior churches, employers, schools, personal references or any other person or entity that may have material information on me. This authority extends without limitation to obtaining any information from churches, associates, schools and colleges, residential management agents, current or prior employers, criminal justice agencies, or individuals, relating to my activities. This information may include, but is not limited to, academic, residential, achievement, performance, attendance, personal history, disciplinary, arrest, and conviction records.

Authorization to Release Information. I authorize and direct anyone who receives a verbal or written request for information from the Church to give any information (including opinions) that they may have to the Church as to me, my character and fitness for Christian work, specifically including, without limitation, working with children or youth. Recipients of such a request from the Church are authorized to answer any of the Church’s questions and to release any requested documentation, forms or information to the Church, whether the information is oral or in writing.

Release of Liability. Of my own free will and intent, I release any individual, church, company, agency or other person with whom the Church conducts an inquiry, including record custodians, both collectively and individually, from any and all liability for any damages, attorney’s fees and costs, of whatever kind or nature that I, my heirs, or family may allege happened to, or were suffered by, me at any time on account of their conveying information about me in their compliance or attempt to comply with said request for information pursuant to this authorization.

I have carefully read this Release and Authorization and sign it as my own free act with the intent that it be relied upon by any person or entity that receives it from the Church. A photocopy of this Release and Authorization shall be as effective as an original. The Release and Authorization is not limited as to time but shall not be used for other than as required for church protection and safety.




Signature: ____________________________________




Printed Name: _________________________________




Date: ___________________________

Witness:

________________________________________
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